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1T urges R Shevgaonkar to withdraw resignation

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-iit-urges-r-shevgaonkar-to-withdraw-resignation-2048215

Three days after resigning as 11T-Delhi director, R Shevgaonkar met president Pranab Mukherjee on Tuesday.
While the ministry is on a backfoot and has yet to accept Shevgaonkar's resignation, the Faculty Forum of IIT
has come up with a resolution requesting Shevgaonkar to take back his resignation. The forum has criticised the
ministry for interfering in the functioning of the I1T. The support that Shevgaonkar has gathered from the board,
faculty and alumni has forced the ministry to soften its stand on the director. "An inquiry is on and his
resignation is yet to be accepted,"” said an official at the ministry.

Shevgaonkar had resigned on Friday citing personal reasons. However, the controversy over his resignation
suggested that he was under pressure from the ministry for the MoU that the 11T Delhi has signed with
Mauritius to set up a campus there. IIT Delhi has set up International Institute of Technology Research
Academy (IITRA) with Mauritius Research Council.

Unlike the controversy over Sanskrit vs German, this time the ministry has not made any statement for its
Mauritian counterpart and is treating the subject as an internal matter.

During his meeting with president Mukherjee, who is also the visitor of 11Ts, Shevgaonkar apprised him of the
issue.

Meanwhile, 11T Delhi faculty members in a resolution passed on Tuesday held a unanimous view that
interference in the operational autonomy of 11T Delhi could be the beginning of the end to excellence that the
institute has achieved so far. "For any academician, including all faculty of 1IT Delhi and especially Prof
Shevgaonkar, dignity and integrity are the sole assets of our lives. Thus, direct or indirect communication
affecting these parameters is bound to create unrest in an otherwise peaceful mind that truly loves research and
teaching. We request the director, IIT Delhi to withdraw his resignation,” reads the resolution.


http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-iit-urges-r-shevgaonkar-to-withdraw-resignation-2048215
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/iit-delhi-0
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/r-shevgaonkar
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/pranab-mukherjee
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Govt stands exposed on IIT Director row. Summary of where we
stand.

Row Over IIT Director: Is Human Resource
Development the Most Controversial Ministry?

http://www.ndtv.com/video/player/left-richt-centre/row-over-
iit-director-is-human-resource-development-the-most-
controversial-ministry/350356?hp&livevideo-featured
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Pione

The education market
in India is growing at a

very fast pace. It is
estimated that its net

~ worth will be 5.9

_trillion by next year.
means that there

_learning will change
— from e-learning to
virtual classrooms to
- new training and
~ teaching tools and
~ therefore,
transforming the entire
~ system, says
~ADIT GUPTA

|  ccording to a report by India Ratings
Aandkmm;l’vtl.tg,yﬂwednmdon

in India will be worth ¥5.9
trillion in 2014-15 as against ¥3.33 trillion
in the 2011-12 fiscal year. The education
sector received an allocation of 68,728
crore for 2014-15, up from a revised b
estimate of ¥61,857 crore in 2013-14. The
Modi Government recently announced the
establishing of five more Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) in Jammu and Kashmir,

Goa, Andhra Pradesh and
Kerala and five Indian Institutes of

(IIMs) in Himachal Pradesh,

Bihar, Odisha and Maharashtra,

with an allocation of ¥500 crore. The
Government has realised that India needs a
er

boast of industry best-practices.

Once the initiative is complete, India
will have a total of 18 IIMs and 21 IITs. The
previous

and can

e-
ing facilitated by social media and interac-
tive virtual technology has
come a long way in transforming the edu-
cation

The generation of Web 2.0 is steadily

will be a shift in how

beey e 5

ing solutions and then growing into learn. ~
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Chmgingtlnlandsmpe of the education R
sector and over the past decade, we have , o g
govemmentvoigedit‘sphntosetﬁ\).xpvim- mmmm

classrooms and online courses for school R R
education with an allocation of T100crore  @=1G@MNING Solutions and
s o e D dlion then into :

ecosystem in India is witnessing a : 4 § ey ) oy

sea nowadays,h)bothi‘nitsnalt?x‘;e leal'lllngm w ers, and maintenance. As a corollary, th
anditssoope.AspaxtqfitsVismn.zozo _ mhlmald acts as a hurd mmanywnm
plan, the Government is also looking to TR, » who cannot afford that kind of money.
increase the number of school going chil ~_interactive virtual 1teofthebes_toﬁntepﬂ‘?s, £
dren to 30 per cent by 2020. clmm, w categorically failed to provi

L i et ool o v i L L YR
sector cent more e . : : iny That
Nﬁéeds;tldget?:ﬁmmonOB-l-i.Ofthe mamm - given education a status of an infrastructure
total higher education budget, technical £ © sector, thus enabling it to access inexpen-

education, which comprises, among others,
the IITs and the IIMs, got the lion’s share of
7,138.97 crore.

Moreover, the Government also pro-
posed to set up a Jai Prakash Narayan
National Cenlge for Excellence in
Humanities in Madhya
Pradesh and five new All
India Institutes of Medical
Sciences and a Sports
University. This is part of

i, sive domestic an funds.
%) On the other side of the fence,
L\ localadmimsmuvebodlesand

Italso advocated startingy | § W 4

a school assessment pro-

gramme and aimed ‘gols 4

infuse new training tools * ; ;
and motivate teachgers (The writer is founder &
through another scheme CEO, Function Space)
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Scientists find new
method to treat brain
cancer, deadly diseases

By NIKITA MEHTA
nikita.m@livemint.com

NEW DELHI

Scientists have discovered a
new method that could be
used to treat brain cancer and
many difficult-to-treat infectious
diseases by using drugs to attack
a protein in cancer cells, virus
and bacteria.

GRP78 and related proteins
can be targeted using a drug
combination of Viagra, Cialis,
and the clinically tested OSU-
03012 (AR-12) to treat diseases
including brain cancer, Ebola,
influenza, hepatitis and those
caused by superbug bacteria,
found a Virginia Commonwealth
University-led pre-clinical study
published in the Journal of Cellu-
lar Physiology. “...we've got a
concept that by attacking GRP78
and related proteins: (a) we hurt
cancer cells; (b) we inhibit the
ability of viruses to infect and to
reproduce; and (c) we are able to
kill superbug antibiotic-resistant
bacteria,” said lead investigator,
Paul Dent, professor in the
department of biochemistry and
molecular biology, VCU School
of Medicine, and Universal Chair
for Signal Transduction.

Data were obtained in multi-
‘ple brain cancer stem cell types,
influenza, mumps, measles,
rubella, respiratory syncytial
virus (RSV), cytomegalovirus
(CMV), adenovirus, coxsakie
virus, chikungunya, Ebola, hepa-
titis, E. coli, MRSA, MRSE and N.
gonorrhoeae, and many others.

Among viral diseases, the
OSU/viagra drug combination

The treatment
involves targeting a
protein in cancer
cells, virus and
bacteria using
Viagra, Cialis, and
0OSU-03012 (AR-12)

cut infectivity by preventing
virus replication, reduced
expression of viral receptors for
Ebola, Marburg, hepatitis A, B
and C, and Lassa fever viruses.

In bacteria, the drug combina-
tion reduced expression of the
equivalent GRP78 protein in
bacteria called Dna K, and was
found effective against drug
resistant forms of E. coli, MRSE,
MRSA and N. gonorrhoeae.

“The findings open an avenue
of being able to treat viral infec-
tions, infections that certainly
most people would say we'll
never be able to treat; they prove
that GRP78 is a 'drugable’ target
to stop viruses from reproducing
and spreading,” Dent said. “In
the case of bacteria, we have a
new antibiotic target, Dna K, that
if we're careful and only use the
OSU drug in hospitals, we've got
something that can help to treat
superbugs.”

The drug combination when
tested on mice killed just the
cancer cells without affecting
normal tissues.
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UK students aim to grow

lettuce on Mars by 2018

London: A student team in |

the United Kingdom plans to
grow lettuce on Mars by 2018
using the atmosphere and
sunlight on the Red Planet.

LettuceOnMars, a stu-

dent project from the Univer-

sity of Southampton Space-
flight Society, has reached
thefinals of an international
competition run by Mars
One, a Dutch non-profit orga-

nization, tolandexperiments

onMars. Itisoneof tenshort-
listed university projects
that was selected for techni-
calfeasibility and popularity.
The winning payload will
arrive on Mars in 2018 to-
gether with the official Mars
Oneexperiments.

nrummoom

© Denis Scott/Corbis

The aim of the Southamp-
ton project is to send a small
greenhouse to Mars in which
lettuce will begrown using the
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atmosphere and sunlight on
Mars. The team now needs the
votes of the general public to
be chosen as the winner. pmi




